WHWN

G

AN EAA

55

JED

11D

=

BLAGK

RADIGAL

Hallll

AL

E

it

30D




CONTENTS

FOREWORD

Anne Pasternak

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

REVOLUTIONARY HOPE: LANDMARK WRITINGS, 1965-85
Catherine Morris and Rujeko Hockley

SPIRAL, THE BLACK ARTS MOVEMENT, AND “WHERE WE AT” BLACK WOMEN ARTISTS
Connie H. Choi

Source 1

HHHI

Why Spiral? (1966)
Jeanne Siegel

Any Day Now: Black Art and Black Liberation (1969)
Larry Neal

Africobra: African Commune of Bad Relevant Artists, 10 in Search of a Nation (1970)
Jeff Donaldson

“Where We At” Black Women Artists (1972)
Kay Brown

RACE AND WOMEN'S LIBERATION
Rujeko Hockley

ST T B O

An Argument for Black Women'’s Liberation as a Revolutionary Force (1969)
Mary Ann Weathers

What the Black Woman Thinks About Women'’s Lib (1971)
Toni Morrison

In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens: The Creativity of Black Women in the South (1974)
Alice Walker

Black Feminism: A New Mandate (1974)
Margaret Sloan

A Litany for Survival (1978)
Audre Lorde

FAITH RINGGOLD’S RADICAL ACTIVISM
Catherine Morris

For the Women’s House: Interview with Faith Ringgold (1972)
Michele Wallace

COLLECTIVE ARTIST ACTIONS IN NEW YORK
Carmen Hermo

The Demands of Art Workers Coalition (1969)
Art Workers’ Coalition

To the Viewing Public for the 1970 Whitney Annual Exhibition (undated)
Women Artists in Revolution, Women’s Ad Hoc Committee, and Women Students and Artists
for Black Art Liberation

12

16

26

33

39

52

62

66

70

75

84

94

99

100

104

114

120

122



Letter of withdrawal from Contemporary Black Artists in America, Whitney Museum

of American Art, 1971 (1971)
John Dowell, Sam Gilliam, Daniel Johnson, Joe Overstreet, Melvin Edwards,

Richard Hunt, and William T. Williams

Letter in defense of the Judson Three (1971)
Flo Kennedy, Gerald Lefcourt, and Robert Projansky

Letter of support for the Judson Three (1971)
The Committee to Defend the Judson Three

Color Scheming (1981)
Lucy R. Lippard

JUST ABOVE MIDTOWN GALLERY
Rujeko Hockley

Letter to her parents (1967)
Linda Goode Bryant

Cover artwork (undated) for Black Currant 1, no. 1 (May 1982)
Janet Henry

B Culture 1, no. 1 (1986)
Greg Tate and Craig Dennis Street

Interview with Linda Goode Bryant (1994)
Tony Whitfield

SENGA NENGUDI'S FREEWAY FETS
Rujeko Hockley

Announcement card for Freeway Fets (1978)
Senga Nengudi

THE COMBAHEE RIVER COLLECTIVE
Rujeko Hockley

A Black Feminist Statement (1977)
The Combahee River Collective

STRUGGLING FOR DIVERSITY IN HERESIES
Catherine Morris

N N
(5] [®]

N
H

27

Letters between Combahee River Collective and Heresies Lesbian Issue Collective
in “Women’s Traditional Arts—The Politics of Aesthetics,” Heresies, issue 4 (1978)

Third World Women Speak (1978)
Lowery Stokes Sims

Editorial Statement in “Third World Women—The Politics of Being Other,” Heresies, issue 8 (1979)
Lula Mae Blocton, Yvonne Flowers, Valerie Harris, Zarina Hashmi, Virginia Jaramillo,
Dawn Russell, and Naesemah Shabazz

Mlle Bourgeoise Noire Goes to the New Museum, in “The Women’s Pages,” Heresies, issue 14 (1982)
Lorraine O’Grady

Editorial Statement and Heresies Collective Statement in “Racism Is the Issue,” Heresies, issue 15 (1982)
Vivian E. Browne, Cynthia Carr, Michele Godwin, Hattie Gossett, Carole Gregory, Sue Heinemann,
Lucy R. Lippard, May Stevens, Cecilia Vicufa, and Sylvia Witts Vitale

124

126

128

130

134

139

144

146

148

166

170

172

176

184

188

190

194

197

198



Some Do’s and Don’ts for Black Women Artists, in “Racism Is the Issue,” Heresies, issue 15 (1982)
Emma Amos

Untitled, in “Racism Is the Issue,” Heresies, issue 15 (1982)
Lorna Simpson

Black Dreams, in “Racism Is the Issue,” Heresies, issue 15 (1982)
Lorraine O’Grady

ANA MENDIETA’S DIALECTICS OF ISOLATION
Stephanie Weissberg

Dialectics of Isolation: An Exhibition of Third World Women Artists of the United States,
excerpts (1980)

Introduction
Ana Mendieta

Artist’s statement
Beverly Buchanan

Artist’s statement
Janet Henry

Artist’s statement
Senga Nengudi

Artist’s statement
Howardena Pindell

On Making a Video—Free, White and 21 (1992)
Howardena Pindell

GENDER POLITICS ATTHE INTERSECTION OF RACE, CLASS, AND SEXUAL IDENTITY
Carmen Hermo

Speaking in Tongues: A Letter to Third World Women Writers (1981)
]
Gloria Anzaldua

Revolutionary Hope: A Conversation Between James Baldwin and Audre Lorde (1984)
James Baldwin and Audre Lorde

THE EIGHTIES
Rujeko Hockley

Art (World) & Racism: Testimony, Documentation and Statistics (1987)
Howardena Pindell

Confession—Filming Family: An Interview with Artist and Filmmaker Camille Billops (1996)
bell hooks

Photo spread of Rodeo Caldonia (1987)

She Came with the Rodeo (1994)
Lisa Jones

SOURCES

COPYRIGHT CREDITS

ARTISTS IN THE EXHIBITION WE WANTED A REVOLUTION: BLACK RADICAL WOMEN, 1965-85
BROOKLYN MUSEUM BOARD OF TRUSTEES

205

206

208

210

214

216

218

220

222

224

230

234

242

252

257

292

300

302

314
316
317
318



BROOKLYN MUSEUM
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

318

OFFICERS

Barbara M. Vogelstein
Chair

Stephanie Ingrassia
Vice Chair

Leslie A. Puth
Vice Chair

Sharon E. Fay
Treasurer

Saundra Williams-Cornwell
Secretary

MEMBERS

Sarah Arison

Tamara C. Belinfanti
Leslie L. Beller
Adele Bernhard

Jill K. Bernstein
Richard M. Cashin
Constance L. Christensen
Andrew Cogan
Kasseem Dean
Barbara Knowles Debs
Nikola Duravcevic
Henry B. Elsesser
Norman M. Feinberg
Joseph G. Finnerty Il
Karen Kiehl

Lynne M. Maguire
Joel Mallin

Richard W. Moore
Vik Muniz

Otis Pratt Pearsall*
Cecilia Picon Torres
Tracey G. Riese
Victoria M. Rogers
Robert S. Rubin
Elizabeth A. Sackler
Carla Shen

Daniel Swasbrook
John S. Tamagni
Ellen N. Taubman
Mickalene Thomas
Fred Tomaselli
Susan Weber

Olivia Lawrence Wolfe

*Trustee Emeritus

EX-OFFICIO

Bill de Blasio
Mayor
City of New York

Melissa Mark-Viverito
Speaker

Council of the City
of New York

Scott Stringer
Comptroller
City of New York

Eric Adams
President
Borough of Brooklyn

Tom Finkelpear|
Commissioner
Department of Cultural
Affairs

SHELBY WHITE AND
LEON LEVY DIRECTOR
Anne Pasternak

BOARD OF ADVISORS

Olivia Song, Chair
Noreen Weiss Adler
Nancy K. Bowe

James Cohan

K. Don Cornwell

Hope Dana

Katharine Davis Fishman
Gayle Fuguitt

Joshua Greenberg
Marilyn Greenberg
Ellen Hamilton

Tina Kim

Miyoung E. Lee

Phillip Marriott
Jeanne Masel

Gabriel Pizzi

Karen Robinovitz

Anja Rubik

Andrew Saltoun

Sheri Sandler

Emily Santangelo

Sara and Marc Schiller
Jon S. Sherman

Susan Sills

David Stark

Felicia Taylor
MaryRoss Taylor

Max von Gumppenberg

As of January 19, 2017



Published on the occasion of the exhibition

We Wanted a Revolution: Black Radical Women, 1965-85
at the Brooklyn Museum,

April 21-September 17, 2017

TRAVEL ITINERARY

California African American Museum, Los Angeles
Albright-Knox Art Gallery, Buffalo, New York

The Institute of Contemporary Art/Boston

We Wanted a Revolution: Black Radical Women, 1965-85 is
organized by Catherine Morris, Sackler Family Senior Curator
for the Elizabeth A. Sackler Center for Feminist Art, and

Rujeko Hockley, former Assistant Curator of Contemporary Art,
Brooklyn Museum.

Generous support for this exhibition is provided by the Ford
Foundation, the Elizabeth A. Sackler Foundation, the Brooklyn
Museum’s Contemporary Art Acquisitions Committee, The Andy
Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, The Shelley & Donald
Rubin Foundation, and The Barbara Lee Family Foundation.

8 FORD
FOUNDATION

The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts

ZRF ™ SHELLEY & DONALD RUBIN FOUNDATION

We Wanted a Revolution: Black Radical Women, 1965-85 /

A Sourcebook has been made possible by the Elizabeth A. Sackler
Foundation. Additional support has been provided by Mary Jo and
Ted Shen.

We Wanted a Revolution: Black Radical Women, 1965-85
publication and the related symposium have been made possible
by the Elizabeth A. Sackler Foundation. Additional support has
been provided by Mary Jo and Ted Shen.

The exhibition is part of A Year of Yes: Reimagining Feminism at
the Brooklyn Museum, for which leadership support is provided
by Elizabeth A. Sackler, the Ford Foundation, the Stavros
Niarchos Foundation, Anne Klein, the Calvin Klein Family
Foundation, the Institute of Museum and Library Services, Mary
Jo and Ted Shen, and an anonymous donor. Generous support is
also provided by Annette Blum, the Taylor Foundation, the Antonia
and Vladimer Kulaev Cultural Heritage Fund, Beth Dozoretz, The
Cowles Charitable Trust, and Almine Rech Gallery.

© 2017 Brooklyn Museum
All rights reserved

No part of the contents of this book may be reproduced, stored

in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, or otherwise, without the
written permission of the Brooklyn Museum.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CATALOGING-IN-PUBLICATION DATA:

Names: Morris, Catherine, editor. | Hockley, Rujeko, editor. |
Choi, Connie H., writer of added text. | Hermo, Carmen, writer
of added text. | Weissberg, Stephanie, writer of added text. |
Brooklyn Museum, issuing body, host institution.

Title: We wanted a revolution: black radical women, 1965-85 :

a sourcebook / edited by Catherine Morris and Rujeko
Hockley ; texts by Connie H. Choi, Carmen Hermo, Rujeko
Hockley, Catherine Morris, Stephanie Weissberg.

Other titles: Black radical women, 1965-85 : a sourcebook
Description: Brooklyn, NY : Brooklyn Museum, 2017. |
Published on the occasion of an exhibition organized by the
Brooklyn Museum and on view at the museum from April 21-
September 17, 2017.

Identifiers: LCCN 2016054479 | ISBN 9780872731837 (pbk.)
Subjects: LCSH: African American feminists—History—20th
century—Exhibitions. | African American women authors—
History—20th century—Exhibitions. | African American
radicals—20th century—Exhibitions. | African American
women—Political activity—20th century—Exhibitions. | Feminist
literature—United States—History—20th century—Exhibitions. |
Feminism—History—Sources—Exhibitions.

Classification: LCC HQ1421 .W4 2017 | DDC 305.48/896073—dc23

LC record available at https://Iccn.loc.gov/2016054479

First published in the United States of America in 2017 by
Brooklyn Museum

200 Eastern Parkway

Brooklyn, NY 11238-6052

www.brooklynmuseum.org

Distributed by
DUKE

UNIVERSITY
PRESS

This volume was produced at the Brooklyn Museum:
James D. Leggio, Head of Publications and Editorial Services
Jae-eun Chung, Director of Graphic Design

Project Editor: Joanna Ekman

Image and Rights Acquisition: Jessica Palinski
Designer: Adam O’Reilly

Design Intern: Michael Enten

Proofreaders: Richard Slovak and Kelli Rae Patton

New photography of Brooklyn Museum objects and original
materials is by Sarah DeSantis and Jonathan Dorado, and
digitization of additional original materials is by David Alvarez,
Digital Collections and Services, Brooklyn Museum.

Printed in the United States of America
Typefaces: GT America and Compacta

Back cover: Dindga McCannon (American, b. 1947). Revolutionary
Sister, 1971. Mixed media construction on wood, 62 x 27 in.

(157.5 x 68.6 cm). Brooklyn Museum, Gift of R. M. Atwater,

Anna Wolfrom Dove, Alice Fiebiger, Joseph Fiebiger, Belle
Campbell Harriss, and Emma L. Hyde, by exchange, Designated
Purchase Fund, Mary Smith Dorward Fund, Dick S. Ramsay Fund,
and Carll H. de Silver Fund, 2012.80.32. © Dindga McCannon.
(Photo: Jonathan Dorado, Brooklyn Museum)

319




































